
 

 
1 The exact journey route to the Kazakh-Uzbek border is unknown to Animals’ Angels. The transports were only 
observed by Animals’ Angels at the border crossing checkpoint Yallama/Chinaz in Uzbekistan.  

ANIMALS’ ANGELS REPORT 
Protection of animals during transport and related operations 

Date of the report: 10.05.2021 
Transports of pregnant heifers from Austria to Uzbekistan 

MS of departure: Austria MS of transporter authorisation: Poland 
 

MS or Non-EU Country of destination: Uzbekistan 

Other relevant MS: probably Czech Republic, Poland, Belarus/Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan1 

Request to the parties concerned, according to article 26 of Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005:  
 
To the veterinary service competent for the approval of transports, to the veterinary service 
competent for the approval of the transporter as well as to the National Contact Points in Austria 
and Poland: 

▪ Please investigate in detail into the transports mentioned here, in particular taking into 
account the fully completed journey logs and the complete GPS records.  

▪ Please clarify the following questions:  
o On which information were the transports authorised, especially regarding the 

unclear situation of resting points outside the EU and regarding the number of 
drivers used?  

o Where exactly were the 24-hour rest breaks carried out?  
o Were the animals unloaded there indeed? Please carry out a retrospective 

evaluation of the electronic data incl. checking the opening status of the loading 
flaps, temperature development inside the vehicle and changes in the weight/axle 
load) 

o Was the prescribed rest period of 24 hours actually accomplished in each case?  
o Was the water and feed supply to the animals carried out according to the legal 

requirements or were the maximum allowed time intervals exceeded?  
▪ Please conduct further investigations into animal welfare-relevant issues such as loading 

density, bedding as well as the compliance with the driving times of the drivers/number of 
drivers.  

▪ Apply effective penalties to detected infringements and take effective action to eliminate 
identified deficiencies.  

▪ We urge you to take all necessary measures to ensure the highest animal welfare 
standards posible and to prevent recurrence of transports in breach of EU animal welfare 
requirements in the future. 

 
Transporter: 

Name: (Authorisation or certificate N° if 
available) & Address:  

Unknown – Polish transport company 
 

Means of transport: 

Type and description: License plates: 

Truck 1: grey Pezzaioli-semitrailer with 
gooseneck. ‘Livestock Transport’ 
inscription on its side, grey cabin 

Truck 1:  Lxxxxxxx (cabin) / Lxxxxxxx (semitrailer) 



 

 
2 According to information received by drivers. 
3 According to information received. 
4 The observations of the animals in the other trucks were only possible for a short moment (truck 5) or partly 
not at all.  

Truck 2: grey Pezzaioli-semitrailer with 
gooseneck, red stripes on its side, red 
cabin 

Truck 2:  LLU58009 (cabin) / LLU00460 (semitrailer) 

Truck 3: grey Pezzaioli-semitrailer with 
gooseneck, red stripes on its side, white 
cabin 

Truck 3:  WL9901L (cabin) / LLU23936 (semitrailer) 

Truck 4: grey Pezzaioli-semitrailer with 
gooseneck, ‘Livestock Transport’ 
inscription on its side, grey cabin 

Truck 4:  WL4080L (cabin) / LLU78980 (semitrailer) 

Truck 5: semitrailer with gooseneck Truck 5:  WL8400L (cabin) / LLU45988 (semitrailer) 

Truck 6: grey semitrailer with 
gooseneck, grey cabin 

Truck 6:  WGM01444 (cabin) / LLU45555 (semitrailer) 

Truck 7: grey Pezzaioli-semitrailer with 
gooseneck, red cabin 

Truck 7:  LLU57508 (cabin) / LLU20NH (semitrailer) 

Details about the transported animals: 

Animal species, category, MS of origin acc. to identification: Fleckvieh/Simmental, pregnant 
heifers, Austrian ear tags. 
Examples of ear tags/ truck 1:  AT 73 4184368, AT 12 9046369, AT 50 6462769 
Examples of ear tags/ truck 5:  AT 12 3110769, AT 18 6075862 
Number of animals: 32 heifers on each truck2 
 

TRACES certificate Number: unknown 

Departure (place, date and time):   
Truck 1 + 5: Steiermark, Austria on 15.04.2021, 
time unknown3 
Truck 2 – 4, 6, 7: unknown 

Destination (place, date and time): unknown. 
Animals’ Angels did not follow the transports to 
the final destination in Uzbekistan. According 
to the drivers, the destination place is approx. 
100 km far from the border KAZ-UZ.   

Condition of the animals:  
Example truck 14: on the first deck, most of the heifers are standing and it seems crowded; only a 
few are lying down. Overall, there does not seem to be enough space in the compartments for all 
animals to lie down at the same time. Reaching the water troughs does not seem possible for all 
animals (especially for low-ranking animals). 
Many heifers have sunken flanks. The animals seem hungry, partly a bit restless and at least two 
animals eat the filthy bedding. 
Some animals have nasal discharge and dirty coats.  

Results of the observation by Animals’ Angels: 

Date, time (UTC+5): Location: border at Yallama, Uzbekistan 

23.04.2021, ~16:00 Truck 1 waits for the other trucks at the truck wash, 
coordinates: 40.985164, 68.801269. Only one driver.  

23.04.2021, 16:52 Truck 2 – 4 leave the border to UZ and drive on M39. 
Only in truck 2, there are two drivers visible, in truck 3 
and 4: only one driver each.  
Truck 1 continues together with truck 2 – 4. 



 

 
5 No observations for truck 2 – 4, 6, 7. 
6 No observations fort ruck 2 – 7 (according to information received: same number of animals loaded). 

23.04.2021, 17:14 Truck 5 + 6 leave the UZ border and stop for few 
minutes along the road. Only one driver per truck.  

24.04.2021, 04:55 Truck 7 leaves the UZ border. Only one driver visible.  

Description of observed infringements according to Council Regulation (EC) 1/2005: 
 

▪ Insufficient bedding: 
At least on truck 1, the bedding consisted only of a mixture of urine, faeces, and a few 
leftovers of straw. In this context, the question arises when the bedding was last renewed. The 
bedding of truck 5 was also dirty5. There was no sufficient absorption of the excrements. Due 
to the heavy soiling, the pregnant animals could not rest on dry and comfortable ground, 
which would have been of importance especially considering the length of the journey and the 
increasing exhaustion of the animals. 

 
➔ Violation of article 3 (a) 
➔ Violation of article 6 (3) in connection with Annex I Chapter VI Point 1.2. 

 
▪ Loading density not sufficiently adapted: 
At least on truck 16, the loading density seemed to be so high that not all animals could lie 
down at the same time. In the gooseneck, e.g. there was a heifer standing over a lying heifer. 
In the main compartment of the first deck, the space was further reduced by the wheel cases 
facing into the interior of the vehicle’s compartment. Also, the physical condition (pregnancy) 
and the very long journey time of the animals were not sufficiently taken into account. 
 
➔ Violation of article 3 (g) 
➔ Violation of article 5 (3) (a)  
➔ Violation of article 6 (3) in connection with Annex I Chapter VII Letter B 

 
▪ Unrealistic planning: 
With the exception of truck 2 (two drivers), all other six transports were observed with only one 
driver each, despite the extreme journey length. Due to the different requirements for the 
driving/resting times of the drivers according to Regulation 561/2006 and for the 
transport/resting times for the animals according to Regulation 1/2005, respectively, these 
ultra-long-distance transports should never have been planned, approved and carried out with 
only one driver per vehicle. Due to additional driver breaks, unnecessary delays for the animals 
are to be expected along the journey; a legally compliant execution of these transports seems 
very unrealistic. 
 
➔ Violation of article 3 (a) and (f)  
➔ Violation of article 5 (3) (a) 
➔ Violation of article 6 (3) in connection with Annex I Chapter V 
➔ Violation of article 14 (1) (a) + (b) 

 
▪ Resting points outside the EU: 
There is still no EU-wide recognised list of certified resting points in non-EU countries. A 
proper control system concerning compliance with EU requirements is still not existing for 
resting points in non-EU countries. Questions about which animal welfare standards these 



 

 
Annex 
 

✓ photo credits 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 As Animals‘ Angels was only on-site in Uzbekistan, we cannot verify the information concerning rest breaks in 
Russia and Kazakhstan.  

resting stables meet, how they operate, and whether the animals are actually unloaded there 
for 24 hours and cared for appropriately are still unanswered.  
In this context, we were informed that truck 1, 4, 5 and 6 apparently stopped in Aralsk, 
Kazakhstan, for only ~11.5 hours each (instead of the required 24 hours).7  

 
Please see annex. 



 
ANNEX: photo credits8 
 

 
Truck 1, gooseneck: heavily dirty bedding consisting of excrements.  
 

 
Truck 1, main compartment of the first deck: very dirty bedding; divider not reaching the floor;  
reduction of the floor space due to wheel cases facing into the vehicle’s inside (red arrow).  

 
8 All pictures taken at the border crossing between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, at Yallama/Chinaz, UZ.  



 
 

 
Truck 1, last compartment of the first deck: dirty bedding; wheel cases reducing the available  
space for the animals to properly stand or lie down inside the compartment.  
 
 

 
Truck 1: not all of the heifers have enough space to properly lie down.   
 



 

 
Truck 1: The hungry heifer Elsa eats from the dirty bedding.   
 

 
Truck 1: Heifer Evelyn with ear tag AT 73 4184368.  
 



 

 
Truck 5 (WL8400L / LLU45988): heifer (right in the front) with ear tag AT 12 3110769.  
 

  
Truck 1 : rear license plate       Truck 7 : rear license plate 
 

 
Truck 4 (right in the front) / truck 3 (left one in the back)  


